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EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO. : EV396740786US PATENT APPLICATIQ 

Docket No.: 7678.S59 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRANSMITTAL FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for filing and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 is an 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Enclosed also are the following designated documents, as required under 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98: 

X Form PTO-1449 list of seventy-eight (78) references submitted for 
consideration. 

X Legible copies of the listed foreign and publication references or 
their relevant portions. 

All English translations of each non-English reference, if any, 

within the possession, custody, control or availability of anyone 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(c) (see 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(c)). 

The following are included within the Information Disclosure Statement if 
applicable and as required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98: 

X Concise explanation of relevance of each reference not in English 
and unaccompanied by an English translation. 



Statement that certain listed references not enclosed are 
substantially cumulative of an enclosed reference. 




Statement that certain listed references not enclosed were 
previously cited by or submitted to the Office in the identified 
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prior application which is relied upon for an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

Legible Copies of previously filed Information Disclosure 

Statement for application Serial No. , filed . 

In order to secure consideration of the items designated above, one or 
more of the following, if required, is also enclosed: 

Promptness Certification. 

V Check No. V?)%g)58 in the amount of $240.00 constituting 
submission fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p); 

Petition for Consideration and Check No. in the 

amount of $ . 



X In the event that 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) applies and the Examiner is 
not satisfied that the Promptness Certification meets the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), or in any other event 
remediable by a fee, please credit any over payment or charge any 
additional fees to Deposit Account No. 23-3178 of the 
undersigned. 



Dated this 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 28,651 
Customer No. 022913 
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RTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" (37 CFR 1.10) 

Appiicant(s): Norbert Abels, etal. 



Docket No. 
7678.859 



Serial No. 
10/782,487 



Filing Date 
February 19, 2004 



Confirmation No. 
5673 



Examiner 
Not Yet Known 



Group Art Unit 
3732 



Invention: TWO-PART ORTHODONTIC BRACKET 



I hereby certify that the Transmittal letter (2 pages) (in triplicate); Information Disclosure Statement (2 
pgs); Form PTO-1449 Listing all Cited References (6 pgs); Legible Copies of Ten (10) Cited References; 
and postcard are being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on Wpq v3 2004. 



Kendell Steele 



(Typed or PrintedPlame of Person Mailing 
Correspondent^) 
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EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO.: EV 396740786 US 



PATENT APPLICATION 
Docket No.: 7678.859 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

Serial No.: 
Filed: 

Confirmation No.: 
For: 

Examiner: 



Norbert Abels, et al. 
10/782,487 
February 19, 2004 
5673 

TWO-PART ORTHODONTIC BRACKET 
Not Yet Known 



Art Unit 
3732 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Please find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(1), the enclosed Form PTO-1449 which 
contains a list of all patents, publications, or other items that have come to the attention of one or ^ 

cu 

more of the individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). While no representation is made that S 

•r-l 

any of these references may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. §§ § 

Repln. Ref: 08/17/2004 HABDELR1 0017160800 § 
DA8:233178 Haie/HuibeT: 10782487 g 
FC: 9204 460.00 CR 1 



102 or 103, the enclosed list of references is disclosed so as to fully comply with the duty of 
disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific search of office files or patent 
office records has been conducted or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believes that the enclosed art is the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) of 
which the undersigned is presently aware, and no art which is closer to the claimed invention 
(taken in its entirety) has been knowingly withheld. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(c), all English translations within the possession, custody, 
control or availability of anyone designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) of each nonenglish reference, 
if any, are also enclosed. 

Statement of Relevance of References Listed 
Unaccompanied by English Translation 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), the following concise explanation of the 

relevance of each listed reference that is not in the English language and unaccompanied by a 

translation into English is provided. 

DEI 184 451 : 

An orthodontic bracket that includes a base and an internal slot parallel to a tooth surface 
for receipt of an arch wire. A crew is used to lock the arch wire within the slot during use of the 
bracket. 

DE 296 08 349 Ul : 

This orthodontic bracket molded in plastic has a base pad (I) with a reception and 
guidance section (2). On the side facing the pad there is a slot (30 for a wire bow (4). In its 



2 



upper part, the receiving section has projections (6, 7) protruding inwards from both sides of the 
slot, to retain the wire bow. 

The new design specifies that the projections should be of a different plastic from the 
pad. This has greater resistance to shearing off by the wire bow, than similar moldings entirely 
in first plastic. 

Pref. the second plastic has greater shear strength than the first; it also has a lower notch- 
test sensitivity. The first plastic is a polyarly ether ketone (PAEK) or a acetyl resin, esp. a 
polyoxymethylene homopolmer (POM) and the second is a polyamide or a polycarbonate. The 
second may be a glass fiber-filled thermoplastic. The projections (6, 7) are constructed as 
profiles (8, 9) embedded in the first plastic. The first plastic may be injected around the profiles. 
The profiles are U-shaped in section and line the slot (3). The profile sections may run along a 
undercut groove in one or both of the walls bordering the reception and guidance section (2). 
DT 23 57 573 : 

The dental brace has a body with mesial-distal clasp wire slot opening toward the labial 
surface part, and a mounting element mounted on the brace body and having two opposed parts 
in embracing sliding engagement with the corresponding surface parts of the body. One part is 
shaped so that it extends over the labial surface part to close the corresp. side of the slot and hold 
the wire, while the mounting element is movable with the embracing sliding engagement on the 
brace body between two positions, in which the labial slot side opening is correspondingly 
opened and closed. Units positively hold the mounting at least in the slot-closing position. No 
separate connection is needed to clamp the wire in the slot. 
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G91 12 872.2 : 

A new esthetic bracket protector is formed of a silicone material and can be placed over 
the orthodontic bracket to achieve the esthetic purpose. The protector is round-shaped, is hollow 
in the interior and has a covering. There is a hole in each side for the main wire to pass through 
and there is a slid from each hole to the base of the covering. In this manner, the protector may 
be easily pressed over the bracket and wire. It covers the bracket, prevents musosal ulceration 
and caries and provides an esthetic appearance. 
Konstruieren mit Kunststoffen : 

A survey of various materials for use in making integral film hinge structures between 
two hingeable pieces. Examples of structures that utilize an integral film hinge includes boxes, 
canisters, slide viewing plates, razors, cubes, and locking structures. 

Since all other listed references are either in the English language or were accompanied 
by a translation into English, no concise explanation of relevance is required under 37 C.F.R. § 



1.98(a)(3). 




Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 28,651 
Customer No. 022913 
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KCS0000002734V001 
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While the filing of Information Disclosure Statements is voluntary, the procedure is 
governed by the guidelines of Section 609 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure and 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. To be considered a proper Information Disclosure Statement, Form 
PTO-1449 shall be accompanied by a copy of each listed patent or publication or other item of 
information and a translation of the pertinent portions of foreign documents (if an existing 
translation is readily available to the applicant), an explanation of relevance of each reference not 
in the English language, and should be submitted in a timely manner as set out in MPEP Sec. 



Examiners will consider all citations submitted in conformance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and 
MPEP Sec. 609 and place their initials adjacent the citations in the spaces provided on this form. 
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submitted form, as reviewed by the Examiner, will be returned to the applicant with the next 
communication. The original of the form will be entered into the application file. 

Each citation initialed by the Examiner will be printed on the issued patent in the same 
manner as references cited by the Examiner on Form PTO-892. 

The reference designations "Al," M A2," etc. (referring to Applicant's reference 1, 
Applicant's reference 2, etc.) will be used by the Examiner in the same manner as Examiner's 
reference designations "A," "B," "C," etc. on Office Action Form PTO-1 142. 
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